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MANGLES BAY MARINA — FREMANTLE OUTER HARBOUR 

195. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s public comments that he would support the Mangles Bay marina if it was supported 
environmentally. Given the project has received state and federal environmental approval, how can anyone have 
confidence that the outer harbour plan will proceed given the Environmental Protection Authority’s 2006 report 
has highlighted that it will cause substantially greater environmental damage to Cockburn Sound than the 
Mangles Bay development? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

What is apparent in today’s question time is that the opposition is very focused on 2006. It is bringing out all sorts 
of documents from 2006. One could allege that the opposition is living in the past. 

I thank the member for Vasse for the question. There are two aspects to the question. First, it is about 
Mangles Bay. I was on record for some years as supporting a reduced facility, the marina in particular, and 
some development around it in that location. I indicated I was not supportive of canals. The site is in the heart 
of my electorate, so I know the area extremely well. What made it very difficult for the government was the 
Western Australian Planning Commission decision that it was unacceptable. Once that decision came down, it 
became very difficult for us to proceed in light of that advice. The Planning Commission, a respected 
organisation, said that the development was too large for the area in question, and that there were serious 
environmental issues, in particular those surrounding Lake Richmond. We made the judgement call that it was 
not worth proceeding in light of that information. I admit that that was a difficult decision, and I also admit that 
some people will be disappointed about it. With regard to the Fremantle outer harbour, we are proceeding ahead 
with our task force. Obviously, at some point in time, a second port in Perth will be needed; that is staring us 
all in the face. Troy Buswell used to say regularly—when he was sitting right there—that Fremantle port was 
going to fill and that we needed to start planning for the development of an outer harbour. I would have thought 
that we would all share that view. 
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